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would be a clearer impression of what our Lord's atoning work 
is not than of what it is. At the same time, there is much in 
the book that is excellent and helpful. The author has the gift 
of clear and vigorous expression ; his material is compact and 
well arranged ; his method is scholarly. Throughout the work 
there breathes a high ethical and spiritual conception of the 
Divine nature and character ; and as a contribution to American 
theological literature the treatise has real value. W. S. B. 



The Liberal and Mystical Writings of William Law ; with an In- 
troduction by William Scott Palmer, and a Preface by W. P. DuBose 
M.A., S.T.D. Longmans. 

William Law, the devout seer of the eighteenth century, is 
receiving a well-merited revival in several quarters. Both his 
"Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life" and his "Practical 
Treatise upon Christian Perfection" have been brought before 
the public afresh, readings from the former treatise having re- 
cently been re-edited with an introduction by the Bishop of 
London. The volume before us presents "The Spirit of 
Prayer," and "The Spirit of Love," several of Law's letters 
upon religious subjects, "An Address to the Clergy," "The 
Way to Divine Knowledge," and certain of his shorter 
tractates. William Law is an interpreter and continuator of 
Jacob Behmen the Silesian mystic, but he is more than this. 
With Law the practical religious interest is paramount; to it the 
metaphysical or speculative element is thoroughly subordinated. 
In his reaction from the external and formal Christianity of the 
eighteenth century, Law reminds us of Swedenborg; but, un- 
like the latter, he does not undertake the role of an apocalyptic 
seer. Law still has a message for us to-day, in that he directs 
our attention to the inward, spiritual and personal aspect of re- 
ligion. But like other mystics he fails to appreciate the value 
of the formal, legal and rational elements in religion. If these 
latter are entirely let go, religion must necessarily either 
evaporate into a vague sentiment, or harden into a mere code of 
moral conduct. 



